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Welcome to our first ever Youtheran Newsletter!  This newsletter will be published quarterly and will contain important event information and articles from church staff and leaders.  Please be sure to read this entire issue for some awesome upcoming events! We look forward to seeing you at the end of this month!





“I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the community, and as long as I live it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can.”- George Bernard Shaw


There are many different communities in our world today.  For example, you have school communities, a family community, video gaming communities; i.e., MySpace, Facebook, Livejournal, Xanga, AIM, and other online communities.  I believe we could say a community is a group of people that have something in common.  Things like going to school, playing a sport, playing in a band, being in boy/girl scouts are all different forms of a community.


But you know our faith, worship at St. Mark, and our Youtherans program make us a community.  We come together each week to eat a meal together (Communion); and while gathered in worship, we are a community of believers.


 You’ll soon find that as the year goes on our events and lessons will have a “community” theme to them. As we go through the year, we will learn about building the body of our community and about doing what we can for someone else’s community.  Look at the events listed in the newsletter and make plans to join us for a great year!


In Community with you,


Travis























Greetings and Salutations!!!





As the new Vicar at St. Mark, I wanted to introduce myself.  My name is Jenn Henefeld and I call Indiana, Pennsylvania my home.  Yes, there actually is a town in Pennsylvania named after another state...there is also a California, Pennsylvania...but I claim Indiana as my own.  I will be at St. Mark for one year before returning to Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Ohio where I am currently studying to become a pastor.  I have parents, of course, and a younger brother who lives in California...the state, not the town in Pennsylvania!  My favorite color is burgundy, my favorite food is spaghetti, my favorite sport is football (Go Steelers!).  I prefer cats to dogs, reading to writing, and anything outside!  I've worked with a lot of youth at camp and at church in Sunday School and youth group.  I am looking forward to working with you and getting to know you during my year at St. Mark.





God's Blessings as you start this new school year!





Peace, 


Vicar Jenn     
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Greetings my youngins,


In pains me to say that this is my farewell letter to you all, but it warms me to think that the most difficult goodbyes to say are the ones to people you have become strongly attached to.  That being said, I wanted to thank you for being the bestest mostest awesomest youth group.  You made Sunday Evenings a blast the entire year, and always had my back.  I’m going to really miss you peeps when I head back to the seminary, but I’ll get to tell all sorts of stories about you to my classmates.  You guys are definitely one of the shining points of this year that I’ve spent in Virginia, even if you can’t handle my four-square skills.


Oh snap,                                


   Old Vicar DJ

















In December of last year we attended a meeting held at church about the needs of our youth.  We are very excited and feel very passionate about joining you all as part of the Youtheran Board and Youtheran groups.  We will be alongside Travis for the outings, activities, lessons, lock-ins, fundraisers and community activities.  Thank you to everyone for welcoming us.








The Roe’s will be our new advisors for the coming year.  Join us in welcoming them at our End of the Summer Bash.  Details will be later in this newsletter.













































































A Note of Thanks














Farewell!











S.O.W. what?


What’s S.O.W.?


It’s nearly the fall of 2007 and you all are about to start the new 2007-2008 school year.  Some things are going to be new - new clothes, maybe new friends, a new start.  S.O.W. what?  


Well, we’ve decided to make something new at church this year as well.  S.O.W. stands for Something On Wednesday, which is a new event or activity we’d like to try.


Wednesday nights at church are full of a lot of fun stuff already.  There is a youth choir for grades 6-8, dinner by Café St. Mark, adult choir practice, and Pastor/Vicar’s Bible studies.  Your advisors thought that Wednesday evening would be a great time to help strengthen our community and have an evening event at church for the youth.  All Youtheran ages are welcome and we’ll meet from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the youth room.  This event is pretty unstructured until we, as a group, can figure out what we’d like to do with it. 


S.O.W. starts on September 5th, 2007, and we hope to see all of you there.  If you’re interested in attending but transportation is an issue, email an advisor and we’ll see what we can do!

















What do you want to do? What do you want to be? What do you want to study in college? Has anyone asked you these questions yet? If not, you must have your head in a hole somewhere or have limited communication with people over the age of, say, 26. We “adults” ask you “youth” these questions all the time, because we know that they are the very questions we are asking ourselves. We struggle with the question of what we want to be. We are constantly looking for meaning and value in our jobs and our homes. We may do a job for 20 years and find out it isn’t really anything we like. We feel stuck in places and in doing things we never thought could last so long. When we ask you “What do you want to be when you grow up?” we really want to help you find something meaningful for your life and maybe avoid some of the mistakes we have made.


It is a big question, though. There are so many possibilities open to you, what you can do, where you can go, what is possible for you, that sometimes it is hard to choose. Of course, I would ask you, “What do you think God wants you to do?” Maybe you hear voices at night – if you do, that may make answering this question a bit easier (and make you feel a bit strange). But often, God speaks to us by the gifts we have been given. Where do your talents lie? Where is your heart leading you? If your answers are somehow bigger than you can imagine alone, it might be a bigger clue than you thought. Too, many people may suggest you consider a particular vocation or job. That too, is a clue. Some of you should consider being pastors. That, my friends, is a clue too.


As you begin school it is easy to get caught up in the grind of your classes, your homework, keeping up with your friends, dealing with parents, living through a lot of things at school. But every now and then, take a few moments and ask yourself what you think any of this means to you and where you think God may be leading you. You may be surprised at the things you hear.


Peace,


Pastor Erdos















































What Do You Want?





New This Year





Camping Trip!!





We’ve had some awesome friends, Joe and Jean Montfort, volunteer to take us camping this fall.  The word on the street is that Joe Montfort does some mean cooking on a campfire and camp stove, so we’re in for a real treat!





We will leave the church either on a Friday night or Saturday morning over the weekend of September 28-30, 2007 and come back that Sunday evening.





This event will be a blast with lots of food, fun, games, and group building.  We’ll have a worship service on Sunday morning in the middle of God’s creation and lots of opportunities to make new friends. Come and join us!





Some details are still being worked out, but a sign-up sheet is available on the youth bulletin board at church; please sign up if you’re interested in going.  There will be a small fee for the campsite and we hope to let you know very soon what that will be.  Contact an advisor with questions!

















What Do You Want? from page 3




















Coming Events























“This City is what it is because our citizens are what they are."  �  --  Plato





““I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the community, and as long as I live it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can.”


- George Bernard Shaw



































Please see Everyone on page 4














A drop in the bucket


Be a Good Steward…


Many of you know that the stewardship committee is collecting loose change (coins) to help bring down the cost of the mortgage for the church.  A mortgage is like a house payment, but for the church.  





We can help out too by saving our loose change from eating out and school lunches and placing it in the milk jug in the youth room.  Be a good steward and let’s help do our part to help out the church!








End of the Summer Bash/Pool Party





What:  End of the Summer Bash and Pool  	Party


When:  Saturday, August 25, 2007


Time:   4:00 – 7:00 p.m.


Where: Edgehill Community Pool


Why:    Why not?  It’s the end of summer, so let’s celebrate it right! Come join your friends from Youth Group and have an awesome time.


Bring:   Side dish or drink and $5.00 for the cost of the pool.


Notes:  Please meet directly at Edgehill.  Directions are available via the kiosk at church and by e-mail.  Sub sandwiches will be provided, but please bring something to share.





Bring your bathing suit, towel, and a friend and let’s have a blast!























Would you like to write an article for this newsletter?  Do you have any picture of the youth group that you’d like in this newsletter?  Know a good joke or have a good drawing you’d like to share with us?  How about a movie or music review?





We’d like to include them here! Please email them to � HYPERLINK "mailto:youth@stmark-elca.org" ��youth@stmark-elca.org� by the 20th of September to make sure they will make it in the October edition.  Please remember though, this is a church newsletter and all articles must be appropriate!























Shack Attack!


Ever wonder what it’s like to be homeless? How about what it feels like to live in a cardboard box for a home every night and barely have enough money to feed yourself?





Homelessness and hunger are two common things that every community faces.  The United States has some homeless people and others who are malnourished just like places in Africa or Uganda.





We invite you to come experience that life at our first lock-in this year.   On October 19-20th, you will have the opportunity to decorate a “house” to live in for the evening. If you are interested in decorating and spending a night in our homeless community, please sign up on the youth bulletin board down the hall from the Sanctuary.  More information will be available via the website, email, and at meetings.





Make plans NOW to join us for our first ever SHACK ATTACK!
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We’re on the Web!


See us at:


Web address
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By Steve and Christine Roe














Building Relationships, Building Communities











We’re on the Web!


Visit us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.stmark-elca.org" ��www.stmark-elca.org� (click on Youth)





Youth Advisors


Steve & Christine Roe


Travis Wilson





Phone:


The Roe’s: 757-715-1466  


Travis:       757-293-8376


Fax:


757-898-5446


E-Mail:


youth@stmark-elca.org





Back to School Fun!


I didn’t do my homework because: 


 I'm not at liberty to say why.


I wanted to frame the detention letter you're about to give me.


I made a paper plane out of it and it got hijacked.


I see your lips moving, but all I am hearing is "blah, blah, blah."


My parents were sick and unable to do my homework last night. Don't worry, they have been suitably punished.


It was destroyed in a freak accident involving a hippo, a toaster, and a bag of frozen peas. You don't want to know the details.


















































Please see What Do You Want? on page 5
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